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August 28, 2000 



Stan Stephens 
1469 Fenwick St. 

Star City, WV 26505 

In the C4 Newsletter p. 48 for Summer 2000 you asked for any help on your 
projects. It was fun providing help heretofore andi I admire what you are doing and how 
you are doing it. 

You should not omit the details on the modem forgeries of the farthing piece in 
silver and in gold. I believe I wrote up the forgery in “A snake breeds a St. Patrick 
Farthing" (1963). The gold forgery was "sold” for “£500" by Wallis & Wallis in a 
country auction in Lewes, England. This was apparently a planted coin and a fictitious 
sale to give it provenance as you probably know. Was it from the same die as the silver 
forgeries? Were they made in America? The dies were probably made by transfer from a 
copper piece. What variety was it 17 

Whatever you know you should write up tor me to review, I believe. I do not 
know what you know already, so it is your next move. 


Keep working hard on your fine project. 


Eric P. Newman 




JOHN M. GRIFFEE 

NUMISMATIST 


SPECIALIST IN: 

NJ STATE COINAGE • ST. PATRICK COPPER 
MEMBER: 

ANA-EAC • FUN-CCCC • LCFCC - NCNA -ANS 

July 26, 2000 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Educational Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue, 

St. Louis, Missouri, 63105 



Dear Eric: 

I realize this note is a little late but after our meetings 
on May 30 & 31 , my wife and I drove West, not home, and spent 
the next five weeks traveling in Colorado and New Mexi 


I want you to Know how much l""app^c^^^c^yoTn^T^^nc^^"andT 
helpful hospitality and your allowing me to examine and attribute 
your extremely nice collection of 24 St. Patrick farthings 
(including two silver pieces), and seven ^ pence. 

I was amazed that I was able to find, in my photo collection, 
duplicates of 19 of the 24 farthing designs, and, in some cases, 
several duplicates owned by different collectors. 

/our decision to bring these coins to the ANA convention 
so they can be photographed by Bill Noyes will be extremely 
helpful for: 1 . My book, since several of your coins are unique; 
and 2. Stan Stephens, in his efforts to establish a National 
Register of all St. Patrick coinage. 

If you want a set of photos of your 31 coins, just let me 
know while we take the pictures and I will be glad to arrange 
it with Bill. He will mail the set direct to you in about 4 
to 5 weeks. The cost will be $3.50 per picture plus postage. 

Bill Noyes will be set up at Doug Bird's table. Stan 
Stephens amd I will be available every day on the bourse floor. 

Sincerely yours. 


Joh 



cc: Stan Stephens 




JOHN M. GRIFFEE 


NUMISMATIST 


SPECIALIST IN: 


NJ STATE COINAGE 


ST. PATRICK COPPER 


ANA - EAC 


MEMBER: 
FUN - CCCC 


LCFCC - NONA 


Sept. 18, 2000 


Dear Eric, 

I am pleased to enclose a copy of my writeup of your St. 
Patrick collection--showing current Breen variety numbers with 
my punctuation numbers, important lettering differences, 
identification areas compared plus duplicates known. From time 
to time, as coins change hands, errors noticed, or additional 
duplicates discovered, I will advise you so that you can keep 
your records up to date. 

Right now it looks as if at least four of your farthings 
and maybe one of your 1/2 pence will be pictured in my book. 

All coins not pictured will be memtioned in the known duplicates 
section of each die variety. 

I want you to know how much I appreciated your confidence 
and trust in allowing me to come to your home and attribute 
your St. Patrick collection. And, even more important, was 
being able to photograph your collection at the ANA for both 
my book project and the National Register of St. Patrick coins 
being prepared by Stan Stephens. 

Your support for my numismatic research will result in 
publication of a more accurate identification of a higher 
percentage of the world's surviving St. Patrick coinage. Thanks 
again! 

I received your two letters on the controversial Norweb 
gold coin in the ANS vault. It will be numbered and included 
in the book. 


Sincerely yours 


J ohn 



cc: S. Stephens 
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